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INTRODUCTION    

This is the story of the Hopper family, who were part of a very early Quaker 

community in Iveston, a hamlet in the parish of Lanchester, County Durham, and of 

their ancestors.  Hoppers were in Iveston during the reign of Elizabeth I, through the 

Commonwealth and until at least 1754 and the Reign of George II of the House of 

Hanover – a very turbulent period of history. They were also a family not afraid to 

stand up for their beliefs, even in the Courts, and who were regularly penalised for 

those beliefs, as recorded in the Books of Suffering (see Annex 1). 

The story starts with 6 siblings who lived in Iveston in the 17th and 18th centuries: 

Margaret, George, Johanna, Rachel, Benjamin and Joseph.  

MARGARET, JOHANNA AND RACHEL HOPPER 

Margaret, Johanna and Rachel Hopper were sisters and all unmarried.  Margaret and 

Rachel made wills which were proved on the same day – 2 June 1733 – although 

Margaret must have died first as Rachel talks of “the land bequeathed to her by her 

sister, Margaret”.   

Margaret’s was dated 26 January 1726/71 and Rachel’s 5 June 17302 – which 

suggests that Margaret died between January 1727 and June 1730.  

In Margaret’s will she left 5/- to her brother George, “all her houses, lands leases 

tenements whatsoever mines and minerals with all appurtenances belonging thereto” 

to be divided equally between her sister Rachel and her brother Joseph and all her 

goods and chattels to Joseph.  Joseph was appointed as her executor.   

Rachel left her brother, Joseph Hopper, title and interest to leasehold estate in 

Iveston as well as that which was granted to her by her father and that which was 

given and bequeathed to her by her sister Margaret, for and during his life.  If Joseph 

had no children then the property was to go to her nephew, John Hopper, or his 

children.  As with her sister, Rachel left all her goods and chattels to Joseph and 

appointed him as her executor.  Rachel also left £5 to be divided equally between the 

two orphan sons of her brother Benjamin in America.  Joseph Brantingham was 

appointed to assist Joseph in sending the money to her nephews.   

                                           
1 University of Durham Special Collections DPR/I/1/1733/H12/1-2.  Accessed via North East Inheritance 

Database.  http://familyrecords.dur.ac.uk/nei/data/simple.php  5/3/2018 
2 University of Durham Special Collections DPR/I/1/1733/H13/1-2.  Accessed via North East Inheritance 

Database.  http://familyrecords.dur.ac.uk/nei/data/simple.php  5/3/2018 
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Rachel’s will had a number of characteristics which indicated that she was a Quaker.  

The way her will was dated is very informative – she says “the 5th day of the 4th 

month: commonly called June in the year 1730.  The reference to the months of the 

year by their numbers rather than the traditional names (which are linked to pagan 

gods) shows that Rachel was a Quaker.  June is the 4th month as these wills pre-date 

the change to the Gregorian Calendar in 1751 and the New Year at that time fell on 

the 25 March.  (See Annex 2 for more information on the Julian Calendar and so-

called “double-dating.)  Rachel also avoided traditional phrases such as “In the name 

of God Amen” in her will, another Quaker trait.  Margaret’s will was much more 

traditional in style so from this alone it is not clear whether or not she was also a 

Quaker.  

Burial records of the Quakers3 provide the following information for Margaret and 

Rachel:  

 Margaret Hopper.  Daughter of John Hopper.  Died 7 April 1727.  Buried at 

Benfieldside. 

 Rachel Hopper.  Daughter of John Hopper.  Died 13 July 1732.  Buried 15 July 

1732 at Benfieldside. 

Johanna was the third unmarried Hopper sister: 

 Johanna Hopper.  Daughter of John Hopper.  Died 15 April 1724.  Buried at 

Benfieldside. 

Margaret and Rachel’s wills identify the following other relatives: 

 Brothers: Joseph, Benjamin (died before 1730), and George.   

 Nephews:  

o John Hopper.  This could be a son of Benjamin, George or another 

brother as yet unidentified.   

o Two sons of Benjamin in America.  

It is unusual that Margaret and Rachel’s wills were proved on the same day and – in 

the case of Margaret – 6 years after her death.  There is no evidence of a dispute 

concerning either of these wills in the Durham Consistory Court to account for this4.  

Their brother, Joseph, was the executor for both wills as well as being one of the 

                                           
3 Copy digest of supplemental registers of marriages, births, and burials of the Durham Quarterly 

Meeting, 1628-1837.  Made in 1840 when the original was surrendered to what is now TNA.  Durham 
Record Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/8 
4 University of Durham, Special Collections.  Consistory Court Causes and General Records.  

http://reed.dur.ac.uk/xtf/view?docId=ark/32150_s1jw827b67m.xml#DDR-EJ-CCD-3.  16/4/2018.  
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main beneficiaries.  Perhaps he was unable or unwilling to process Margaret’s will in 

the time after her death.  Perhaps he did not see the need to go through a process 

bringing him into contact with the Anglican church and then after Rachel’s death he 

needed to prove both wills in order to ensure that the property from his sisters was 

legally recognised as his.  

Margaret and George’s births have not been located (possibly they pre-date the start 

of the registers) but those of the other siblings were registered in the Quaker records 

as follows: 

Name Date of birth  Parents  

Johanna Hopper 17 May 1657 John of Iveston 

Rachel Hopper 22 January 1659/60 John of Iveston 

Benjamin Hopper 10 June 1663 John and Elizabeth 

Joseph Hopper 18 February 1667/8 John and Elizabeth 

 

This would make Rachel ca. 73 years old at the time of her death.  Johanna would 

have been ca. 71.  

The Durham County Record Office holds a mortgage transfer document dated 1 

August 1718 for a messuage and land between Francis Richardson of Ferryhill, gent., 

and George Taylor of Biggin in the parish of Lanchester, yeoman.  This land was 

allocated to Thomas Smith of Haggerston, Northumberland, Yeoman in the division 

of the town fields of Iveston, under the description of 13 acres 3 rods 26 perches of 

land in Northfield bounded by Thomas Smith's own Broome on the north; Thomas 

Smith's own copyhold lands on the east; George Hopper and Joseph Hopper's 

property on the south and Joseph Hopper and Robert Teasdale's property on the 

west; and 8 acres 14 perches of land in the Cow Pasture, bounded by Thomas 

Smith's Broome on the east, the Common Moor on the north, Thomas Mason's fall on 

the west and Rachel Hopper's land on the south.  

Thus, at this time there were at least three members of the Hopper family holding 

land around Iveston – Rachel, Joseph and George.  

All three of the sisters were relieved of property in lieu of tithes at various times, 

although this seems to have happened less frequently than with their brothers. This 

also indicates that they were “comfortably off”.  
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BENJAMIN HOPPER 

Rachel Hopper’s will said that she had a brother, Benjamin, and that he had two 

orphan sons, “now in America”.  “Now” is June 1730 when Rachel made her will.   

From the Quaker birth register digests5 Benjamin Hopper, son of John and Elizabeth 

Hopper was born on the 10 June 1663.   

Benjamin was admitted to a Quaker meeting in Middletown, Bucks, Pennsylvania on 

the 3 June 1701 on presentation of a certificate from the monthly meeting in 

Durham6: 

 

Signatories to this certificate included Joseph Hopper, George Hopper and Thomas 

Hopper.  Joseph and George are probably Benjamin’s brothers.  

                                           
5 Copy digest of supplemental registers of marriages, births, and burials of the Durham Quarterly 

Meeting, 1628-1837.  Made in 1840 when the original was surrendered to what is now TNA.  Durham 
Record Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/8 
6 Swarthmore College; Swarthmore, Pennsylvania; Record of Commery 1683; Collection: Quaker Meeting 

Records; Call Number: MR Ph 303.  www.ancestry.co.uk.  19/3/2018 
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From the date on which this certificate was recorded, Benjamin is likely to have 

sailed to America in ca. 1700.  

Bucks County was one of the three original counties created in 1682 by William 

Penn7.  William Penn was an early member of the Quakers who was granted lands in 

what are now Pennsylvania and Delaware by King Charles II in 1681 in payment of 

debts owed to his father8.  These dates suggest that Benjamin was one of the 

earliest Quakers in Pennsylvania – within 20 years of its founding.  

However, Benjamin wasn’t to stay in favour with the Friends for very long as on the 

7 July 1715 he was condemed by the Middletown meeting9:

 

The issues high-lighted in this condemnation are as follows: 

 Benjamin brought a certificate from England when he joined the Middletown 

meeting.  

                                           
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucks_County,_Pennsylvania#History  19/3/2018 
8
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Penn  19/3/2018 

9 Swarthmore College; Swarthmore, Pennsylvania; Record of Commery 1683; Collection: Quaker Meeting 

Records; Call Number: MR Ph 303  www.ancestry.co.uk.  19/3/2018 
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 Since that time Benjamin had stayed in many parts of the province but never 

had a certificate from the Middletown meeting for his removal and so was 

never properly part of any other monthly meeting. 

 Benjamin has married a wife contrary to the order of Friends, “although he 

was advised and laboured with to the contrary.”  This may have been a 

marriage before a clergyman as such marriages were forbidden by Quaker 

rules.    

Benjamin was then disowned by the meeting “until he be sensible of his out goings 

and do condemn the same to the satisfaction of friends.”  

A possible will abstract for Benjamin has been identified as follows10:  

 

This is consistent with the two orphan sons of Benjamin in America who were 

mentioned in Rachel Hopper’s will.  

  

                                           
10 New Jersey Historical Society. Calendar of New Jersey Wills, Administrations, etc. Newark, NJ, USA: 

New Jersey Historical Society, 1901.  www.ancestry.co.uk.  19/3/2018 
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GEORGE HOPPER 

Benjamin’s certificate presented to the meeting in Middletown suggests that his 

brother George was also a Quaker.  This is confirmed by George’s marriage to 

Elizabeth Watson, daughter of Anthony Watson, on the 8 May 1680 under the 

auspices of the Allendale11 Monthly Meeting12.  George is described as “of Iveston” 

and as the son of Elizabeth Hopper of Iveston confirming that he is the correct 

person.  Since George’s father, John, is not mentioned it suggests that he died 

before this time.   

Joseph Hopper was one of the witnesses to the marriage.  

George and Elizabeth had the following children whose births were recorded by the 

Allendale monthly meeting13: 

Name Date of birth  Date of burial 

John 8 May 1688  

Jacob 21 February 1689/90  

Isaac 22 September 1692  

Hugh 25 March 1694  

Robert 31 October 1696 March 1697/8 

 

George’s eldest son, John, is likely to be the nephew referred to by Rachel in her will.  

George appears regularly in the Book of Sufferings14, being described variously as “of 

Iveston” and “of Newshield.”  Based on the amounts seized in lieu of tithes, George 

appears to have been the most prosperous of the siblings.  For example, in 1693 

they took: 

 2 lambs 

 3 fleeces of wool 

 5 stooks of rye 

 8 stooks of oats 

 A calf  

 A goose 

                                           
11 Allendale is situated to the North West of Benfieldside and Iveston and is across the border in the 

county of Northumberland.  
12 Piece 1271: Monthly Meeting of Allendale (1651-1778).  England & Wales, Quaker Birth, Marriage, and 

Death Registers, 1578-1837 19/3/2018 
13 England & Wales, Quaker Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers, 1578-1837.  www.ancestry.co.uk.  

19/3/2018 
14 Durham Records Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/1.  MF5/72 
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George made a will on the 12 December 172615.  This was proved in Durham on the 

15 January 1729.  At the time the will was made, George was described as a yeoman 

of Woodwell House, St Giles, Durham.  

George’s will included the following bequests which confirm that this is the correct 

person and which also identify further children:  

Name Relationship Bequest 

Elizabeth Hopper Wife £80 

John Hopper Son 20/- 

Jacob Hopper Son £50 

George Hopper Son £20 

Joshua Hopper Son £30 

Elizabeth Hopper Daughter £30 

Isaac Hopper Son £5 

Hugh Hopper Son £5 

Isaac and Hugh 

Hopper 

Sons Equal shares in the byre or cowhouse at Iveston in 

the parish of Lanchester 

George and 

Joshua Hopper 

Sons £20 to be divided between them three months after 

the end of a lease made and executed by my father 

John Hopper, deceased, to my sister Margaret 

Hopper of Iveston and my sister Rachel Hopper of 

Iveston of certain lands and houses at Iveston.   

Then George will have the use of the property for one 

year followed by Joshua having the use for a year.    

Then the said lands and appurtenances to go to “my 

son and heir, John Hopper”.  

 

The will names three further children of George and Elizabeth – Elizabeth, George 

and Joshua.  

George’s wife, Elizabeth, was named executor of his will.   

Many, if not all, of George’s and Elizabeth’s children remained Quakers and their 

marriages, the births of their children and their deaths/burials can be seen in later 

Quaker records.  Hugh, Joshua and Isaac also appear frequently in the Sufferings as 

bring relieved of property in payment of tithes!  However, all three moved out of 

Iveston – Hugh settled in Witton Gilbert, Isaac in Sunderland and Joshua in Tursdale.  

  

                                           
15 https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6776-CN?cc=2358715  19/3/2018 
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JOSEPH HOPPER 

Joseph, son of John and Elizabeth Hopper, and the youngest of the six Hopper 

siblings, as far as can be determined, was born on the 18 February 1667/8.   

There are two possible marriages for Joseph in the Quaker records: 

 Joseph Hopper of Iveston married Susanna Haswell, daughter of Thomas 

Haswell of Little Town, 19 February 1710/1.  This couple had the following 

children: 

o William Hopper. Born 21 April 1712 

o Thomas Hopper.  Born 19 October 1716.  Died 12 January 1733/4 

o Ralph Hopper.  Born 2 November 1718 

o Elizabeth Hopper.  Born 2 November 1721 

o Ann Hopper.  Born 1 March 1723/4 

o Mary Hopper.  Born 12 December 1726 

 Joseph Hopper Senior of Iveston married Sarah Fuster, daughter of James 

Fuster of Brandon, 9 January 1742/3.   

However, in her will written on the 6 June 1730, Rachel refers to her brother Joseph 

as follows: “if he happen to marry and leave children after his death…”  Thus in June 

1730 Joseph was unmarried with no children – not married to Susannah with at least 

6 kids! 

Joseph, son of John and Elizabeth, may have married Sarah Fuster later in life but 

they had no children, as far as can be determined.   

In the Minutes of the Benfieldside Preparative Meeting 1714-176616 there are a few 

early entries – the records only become regular in June 1762.  However, two of these 

refer to Joseph Hopper who was appointed overseer on the 27 March 1715 and again 

on the 10 May 1726.  

Joseph also held the copyhold on the Benfieldside Meeting House and burial ground 

as the Book of Sufferings17 notes that on the 23 March 1744/5 he surrendered these 

to Jacob March, John Angus Jnr., Hunter Westgarth, Joseph Brantingham Jnr. and 

Joshua Reneliside.   

The same Book of Sufferings also notes that Joseph was regularly relieved of his 

property by the tithe farmers and tithe owners.  He first appeared in 1692 when 

                                           
16 No. 38.  MF174 Tyne and Wear Archive 
17 Durham Records Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/1.  MF 5/72.   
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Thomas Wheatley took goods to the value of 3 shillings and his last appearance was 

in 1752 when they took 4 stones of oats worth 3 shillings.   

His biggest loss was in 1709 when he refused to pay the tithe of £5 6 shillings to 

James Clavering for 1708.  The bailiff, Anthony Burke, by an order from the 

Exchequer at the suite of James Clavering for £4 10 shillings pretended damages and 

£2 6 shillings’ costs took a pair of oxen and a young horse worth £9.  

Joseph died on the 16 January 1754 and was buried on the 18 at the Friends burial 

ground in Benfieldside18.  

 

There were two other children called Joseph Hopper born in Iveston at around the 

same time as Joseph, son of John and Elizabeth19: 

 Joseph Hopper.  Son of Ralph and Anne Hopper born 26 September 1669 

 Joseph Hopper.  Second son of Ralph and Anne Hopper born 4 February 

1681/2. 

However, the following deaths have been identified to exclude these two Josephs: 

 Joseph son of Ralph Hopper of Iveston.  Died 10 August 1671.  Buried 11 

August 1671 

 Joseph son of Ralph Hopper after his removal to Feldhouses near Newcastle 

and being and living there for 2 years 2 months and some days.  Died 18 

September 1738.  Buried 20 September 1738.   

I suspect that the latter Joseph, son of Ralph, was the husband of Susannah, 

particularly as he called his third son Ralph.   

                                           
18 Piece 1252: Monthly Meeting of Newcastle Upon Tyne, Benfieldside (1653-1820),  England & Wales, 

Quaker Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers, 1578-1837  www.ancestry.co.uk.  19/3/2018 
19 Copy digest of supplemental registers of marriages, births, and burials of the Durham Quarterly 

Meeting, 1628-1837.  Made in 1840 when the original was surrendered to what is now TNA.  Durham 
Record Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/8 and Piece 1252: Monthly Meeting of Newcastle Upon Tyne, Benfieldside 
(1653-1820),  England & Wales, Quaker Birth, Marriage, and Death Registers, 1578-1837  
www.ancestry.co.uk.  19/3/2018 
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JOHN AND ELIZABETH HOPPER 

From the Quaker birth register digests20, the parents of the six Hopper siblings were 

John Hopper and his wife, Elizabeth.   

Documents of 28 April 1659 and 3 May 165921 form a sale by lease and release 

between John Hopper the younger of Iveston, yeoman, and his wife Elizabeth and 

Thomas Willis of Framwellgate (in Durham), tanner.  This concerns land described as 

Lowcroft adjacent to the town of Iveston (1½ acres), Fetherman Croft in the North 

Fields of Iveston (3 acres) and 2½ stints in the North Fields.  

Thomas Willis paid John and Elizabeth £45 for the land.   

Iveston was (and is) a small place with few inhabitants so these must be the parents 

of Margaret, Rachel and their siblings.  

The fact that John is here described as “the younger” indicates that his father was 

possibly also called John.   

The Quaker movement only began in around 1648, therefore John and Elizabeth 

Hopper cannot have been “born” Quakers.  The records of the Benfieldside Monthly 

Meeting, of which the Hopper family were member’s, began in 1653 suggesting that 

the community was started on or before that date.  Johanna’s birth was registered in 

the Quaker records in May 1657 so John and Elizabeth must have converted by that 

time, at the latest.     

Elizabeth Hopper of Iveston was buried on the 10 May 1692 at Benfieldside. 

Neither a burial (Quaker or Anglican) nor a will for John Hopper has been identified.  

The births and marriage of John and Elizabeth, together with those of any of John’s 

siblings, are likely to have happened in the gap in the Lanchester parish registers 

1603-1653 – see Annex 3.  Thus other sources are required to take the story back 

further.   

Catherine Meades 
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20 Durham Record Office.  SF/Du/QM/7/8 
21 Durham Record Office.  D/Co 31/21(6) and (7) 
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