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Conventions for drawing family trees (pedigree charts) 

The conventions below are typically followed when drawing family trees: 

 Surnames are capitalized. 

 Women are referred to by their maiden (birth) surnames. 

 Father’s line goes on the left, mother’s line on the right. 

 In couples, male partner goes on the left, female partner on the right. 

 Married couples are separated by “=”, unmarried couples are separated by “x”. 

o Multiple marriages are distinguished using a system of numbering – (1) for the first partner, (2) for 

the second, etc.  This can become complicated when each person in a marriage has been married 

multiple times.   

 The line down to children is from the = or x.  

 Children are listed from left to right in order of decreasing age. 

 Where possible, people in the same generation should be at the same level.  

 Birth, baptism, death and burial and other event information appears below each individual with the date 

followed by the location.  

o c. (circa) is used to indicate approximate dates.  

o Counties should be shown using Chapman codes.   

 https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/Regions/Codes   

 https://cameofamilyhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/County-Codes-1.xlsx  

 Use historic counties for locations.  

 Marriage information appears under the female partner with the date followed by the location.  

 Occupations appear below the event information.   

 Tentative relationships can be shown using a dotted rather than a solid line.   

 

As with any convention, there may be situations where it is necessary to break the above rules in order to show a 

complex or large family within a limited amount of space.   

Abbreviations: 

b.   Born 
bp.  Baptised 
m.   Married 
d.   Died  
bur. Buried 
bef.  Before 
aft. After 

For an example of a family tree see: https://cameofamilyhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Hopper-Family-

Tree.pdf  
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